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Overview 
Eventus was commissioned by Creative Partnerships BAM to manage the Associate 
Schools programme in Ashfield and Mansfield for the academic year 2006/7. 
 
Recruitment and Selection of Schools  
Eventus contacted all Associate Schools inviting them to submit a simple Expression 
of Interest.  Schools were selected on the strength of their application. 
 
Training for Teachers 
Eventus created and facilitated a half-day training session for teachers, which 
informed them how to write a project brief, how to select a Creative Practitioner, and 
the requirements for planning their project (timeframe, budget, etc.). 
 
Recruitment and Selection of Creative Practitioners  
Eventus advertised the project briefs and shortlisted applicants.  The teachers 
conducted interviews with the shortlisted practitioners, which were observed by 
Eventus or CP BAM who advised where necessary.  The selected Creative 
Practitioners were contracted by Eventus. 
 
Training for Creative Practitioners 
Eventus created and facilitated a half-day training session for the selected Creative 
Practitioners, which informed them how to use and complete the Planning Document 
including the requirements for planning their projects (timeframe, budget, etc.). 
 
Planning 
Project planning was undertaken between the practitioners and teachers.   
Eventus were available throughout to offer advice. 
 
Delivery  
During project delivery Eventus were available to offer information and advice to 
teachers and practitioners. 
 
Payments 
Payments were made to practitioners against an agreed schedule of invoices and 
evidence. 
 
Evaluation and feedback  
All practitioners were requested to complete a Planning Document, which included 
an evaluation section and session data.  They were also encouraged to provide 
images (photos or film) and feedback from schools/pupils.   
 
After the projects ended, all schools were invited to comment on this process of 
training and support.  Feedback was used to inform the planning of the Associate 
Schools Programme for 2007/8, including revision of the content of training sessions 
for teachers and practitioners. 
 
Eventus collated this information from all practitioners and schools and provided 
regular and final feedback to CP BAM.
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Bracken Hill School 
Creative Practitioner: Richard Janes 
 
Brief description:  To enhance the sensory interest 
of a new outdoor learning area through working with 
key stage three pupils to develop a 3D structure that 
incorporates visual, sound and tactile elements. Pupils 
will work with a range of different metals to produce 
the structure. The pupils will be involved in the design 
and special emphasis will be put on the practical 
involvement of the students who will be encouraged to 
develop skills in all aspects of the creation of the 
sculpture. 
 
 
 

 
The level of personal development shown in pupils with challenging behavioural and 
autistic spectrum disorders was noticeable.  The ability and speed with which new 
ideas and skills were learnt was excellent.  This included some of the pupils learning 
and applying the new skills within one session and then going on to share and 
demonstrate this knowledge through instruction to other pupils. 
 
 
Crescent Primary School 
Creative Practitioner: PaperSpace Arts 
 
Brief description: We are planning to enhance the 
outside play area for the children and staff to interact with 
and use in play and teaching. The aim is to create a space 
that will give the teachers inspiration and the means to 
allow the children to play and learn creatively and 
imaginatively.  The ideas will be inspired by the teachers 
at an initial planning and training day and will have the aim 
of encouraging more freedom to play and learn outside.  
The ideas could include areas where the children can be 
quiet and peaceful, watching and studying the wildlife and 
places where the children can play and imagine through a 
labyrinth of tunnels, dens, domes and musical pathways. 
It is important that the space will give teachers and staff 
the means to inspire storytelling, imaginative play and 
have a space to give them hands on insight into the 
natural environment around them. 
 
The school has been very open to changing the way they use their outside space 
which has allowed us to really push the boundaries and encourage them to take on a 
whole new way of thinking at play times and how they teach using the outside space.   
 
“The children play so much better together now”. 
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Edgewood and Holly Hill Primary Schools 
Creative Practitioner: Creative Forum 
 
Brief description: To develop environmental awareness and strengthen links, and 
shared understanding of environmental issues with a partner school in Mexico. 
 
Unexpected outcomes include the feedback from the teachers that pupils who have 
under-performed in school have taken to the film-making process so well. 
 
 
 
 

Farmilo Primary School & 
Nursery 
Creative Practitioner:  
Katy Doncaster 
 
Brief description:   We are 
intending to create a ‘chill 
out’ zone on our outdoor 
space at the request of many 
of our children.  This space 
will also be used to enhance 
the creativity of the children.  
They will take part in the 
planning and making of this 
area and it will become an 

integral part of teaching too.  We will use it as a stimulus for poetry, story writing etc 
and as a performance space. We also intend to create an area in which there will be 
flags that the children have made, by dyeing and printing. This will be at the entrance 
of the school, to welcome visitors and give the children pride in their work and their 
environment. 
 
All the children were absolutely fascinated by the creation of the rangoli pebble 
design and had to be dragged away after each session! 
 
The excitement this caused throughout the school was amazing.   
 
“This is really good because it’s one of those things you only get to do once in a 
lifetime”. 
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John Davies Primary School 
Creative Practitioner:  
Paul Goldsmith 
 
Brief description:  The creative 
practitioner, class teachers and 
teaching assistants will work with two 
Year Three classes to develop a 
small integrated performance, 
employing dramatic narrative, 
performance poetry, song, 
storytelling and projection. The 
practitioner will work in role for a 
substantial part of the project which 
will examine the history of the local 
area – in particular the mining 
industry. The strategies and 
methodology employed will be 
shared with staff throughout the 
school to enable and develop 
creativity through a cross-curricular 
approach. 
 
 
“We all stretched our bodies and warmed up our voices which really helped us to 
sing well and speak loudly enough to be heard.” 
 
songsscenesandstories.blogspot.com  
 

 
Kingsway Primary School  
Creative Practitioner:  
Katy Doncaster 
 
Brief description:   To create 
imagery to enhance four designated 
areas in school using the children’s 
ideas to reflect our international links, 
school ethos and healthy eating 
initiatives. To create and develop a 
body of skills, ideas and techniques 
which will continue long after the 

completion of this initial project. Children will work in groups and will be given a 
target area, to include the dining hall, entrance hall, and upper corridor areas. Each 
group will be encouraged to take a specific area and develop its theme. 
 
 
The children have benefited greatly from working with artist Katy Doncaster.  It has 
enabled them to acquire new skills and recognise the importance of time, attention to 
detail and creativity in producing quality work. 
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Meden School & Technology College 
Creative Practitioners: Catherine Hunter & Natasha Stott   
 
Brief description:  A student-lead collaborative project working with students to 
explore their cultural heritage and finding a way of translating this through artistic 
mediums. The project will lead to a final multi-media performance. Each participant 
will receive a goody-bag containing materials with which to document and evaluate 
the project.  Students will be encouraged to use their own existing skills whilst 
developing new ones including dance, film, music, compositions, directing, 
choreography and many more. 
 
“IT WAS AMAZING.  I really enjoyed doing this project, it let me put my own ideas in, 
including me doing dance, WHICH IS A FIRST, as I never do any exercise.” 
 
 
Wynndale Primary School 
Creative Practitioner: Amanda Wray 
 
Brief description:  Our project grows out of an existing project to develop our 
school grounds into 7 interactive learning areas.  Each class is responsible for 
managing a distinct area eg sensory area/vegetable garden/sculpture area/woodland 
etc.  This project is to work in the recently planted orchard to create some natural 
sculptural seating for the children to use. The orchard is based around the Oscar 
Wilde story of the Selfish Giant and so seating would link to the story.  The children 
are involved in designing the spaces and have been researching mud moulds and 
natural sculptures and are keen to develop their areas further.  We want the children 
to work with the sculptor through the process of drawing and modelling to create this 
exciting sculpture in our grounds.   
 
“The best part was getting really muddy!” 
 
“I liked making the cob balls because I was good at it.” 
 
An unexpected thing was some Y5s (not intended to be involved in the project) made 
a film of the sculpture being created. 


